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least, we have been content to leave to the haphazard
conjecture of the pupil. Let us consider at length
certain of the more important of them, trying to
understand, as we proceed, some of the causes of our
former straying and of popular error, and endeavour-
ing to grasp more firmly the teaching of the Master,
which is so much more satisfying than any other
because so completely answering to the facts of life.

I- Death, sickness and physical suffering as punishment

When word was brought to our Lord that Pilate
had slaughtered certain Galileans and had mingled
their blood with their sacrifices and there was also
carried to Him the popular conclusion that they must
have been great sinners to meet with the punishment
of God in that way, He repudiated such a verdict
entirely (Luke I31"5). So did He also when a like
verdict was passed on " those eighteen, upon whom
the tower in Siloam fell, and killed them." In each
case His comment was, "I tell you, Nay: but,
except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.17 And
repentance is a matter primarily of the spirit; it
influences the body to a secondary degree; and
must His words not mean : Except your outlook
on life be changed (//erai/o^/cn/re) ye will all meet
spiritually the destruction you think has fallen
on them ? " He that believeth hath eternal life "
(John 647).

We certainly have taught the victory of the Resur-
rection : Easter services, sermons and lessons are
full of it:

" Jesus lives ! no longer now
Can thy terrors, death, jippal us " ;